

mother, and that I oould go 
prepare myself for life by lea: 
a Job for me at Bachrach's faoto: 
for a few months and sought my 
>e weeks tith him my mother oi 
Boston, I held severe odd jobs and t] 
found work for me in Baohraoh'a studio as plate ohi 
.stant to the photographer. .Vhen I aooldently exposed 
,ght a set of negatives and thus ruined the record of a 
wedding, 1 was fired - and my unole felt he had done all 
he could do for me* 1 hkld several othar odd Jobs in 
jid succession and than my cousin and 1 dec^ided that Boston 
a dead - we set out for NY, ay brother was dismayed to see 
again, this Urns with my oousin. He let us skpy for a night or 
two end than, aftar listening to the unoertalny of our plana, 
agreed** that wa should find work, hoped we would;end aped ua 
on our way with a half-dollar. ‘ »e got aa far as >talantia 
City, ware pioked up by the police while trying to catch soma 
sleep in an alley,and taken to Jail. In the morning wa wars 
giv$n a leotura by the.Judge, put in a van with several other 
men and driven to the city limits and told that if wax were 
ever seen in the city again wa would find ouweelvea in sariout 
trouble. Ae hltohed hiked book to NY, more dismayed looks 
from my brother, more wall wishes for aueoeaa and the washana 
adventure ended with our return to 3oston. 

My oousin and 1 decided to join the Navy. Ha went to a 
hospital for a alight operation and I wa# refused admission 
in tha Nsyy oecB jss 1 wes under age. 1 succeeded in getting my 
a birth changed to reed that I was born in 1303 fast* a young 

and promptly joined the Marines with my Hother'a consent, 
so many misgivings,concerning the environment of Beat 

rer^ living, and the result it might have on me, 
thought th t mrmj would disclplinw mm - eocouw 


■ - - T- - 








envi^mment 


to muropaan oonscript armies, she had no corns j 
In s anwtsai voluntary army* I enlist'd 
Corps in July 1827, served a month or ao 
itha at the Hampton hoeda Hi 
tal at Portsmouth Va. 











and oonsoloua of Its own 


it a week in MY with my brother, 
".y did, as ha had no room in 


_ w _^ r ,__lparlod 

itment to wlvillan llfa* I\j*as Just a kid again, without 
.. , t nBrflfl »tlv*i that iHfcnJoyed In the Marina# but wA 
the responsibilities of the*he«d of the family.* X worked a* 
ids clerk at baker's assistant, counter-man in a delloatessi$, 

.S’o" Swim oomp^iy, «... -to.. «d th.n I d..l<l.d 

isave boston s^ain. this time in the company of a lad from 
MilhSSSd^S I had mat marines. *a arrived in 

MY and went to see my brother. Ha mede the usual inquires a o 

myself and Mother and whst i xnk m inquired as to how •?*- 

aiona wished us well and sent ua on our way with a dollar or two. 

*e hltched-hlked through Penn, Ohio, Hieh., Ill* and 
at. Louis without findM single Job . -*-t was during 

of tha great depressiotf^and millions were doing the ssme _ thing B-w ua 
.11 over the country. My friend and X parted company in RHihMo burgh 
end 1 nude my way back to NY, recounted my adventure*_ to my 
orother end arrised in Boston with my clothe* in ahredsjf sa^MMmM 
Ms poor mother was horrified to see how wasted I ***™* h ° w m 
completely ruined my ooat and suit were. I managed to fin a 
Job a, Munlture mover and 1 entered a life that waxwork fr«a 
six in the morning to nine and ten at night. I waa finally 
permitted to make onrof the runs from Boston to «JY. After we 
arrived end had discharged all the furniturein MY and the driver 
retired to take a two hour nap before returning to cotton, 
scooted down to look up my brother. He waa pleustd to see me - 
he had company. He seemed very delighted to am* hear thst 1 
•as working ana taking care of mother and my Bister, and hi* 
admiration for my aplendid physique and robust health tnam a n 
waa quit# genuine - 1 left with the Impression that he was 
viUlta pleated eitfa the life of a baaat that 1 waa living. 
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ther realised that 















my eyes open* 

> be d 


V% A. 1 A J-IL TJL 


work waa to 

charge with Instructions, 
visiting a).}, the dipeomanlaos he 
«>u was always s party going on night 

I asked for soma money he 

- had a 

he was broke,or It was coming as soon as we finished 
job at hand. #hen he hid get money lie 
would disappear, oy the time I had found him in one of 
isslee he would have enough left for a meal or nothing at 
1 occasionally got a dollar or two. He had a cute trlok 
1 salted for money, he would wait until other people ware 
present, or et a party, end then he himself would bring up the 
question end ekk them what they thought of me wanting money when 
1 wee getting such a fine *liberal" education, Thie would make 
everyone roar, end Lwould become aiuoh emharraaed* I could never 
figure out. why a pMMCae like I liberal education” should amuse 
jTJSater Id 




them so 


discovered that ha waa a notorious bl-sexual. 


khan my mother arrived one month later aha was ehbnknd shocked 
to discover how far 1 had progression c.y liberal education. 

ke aattlad on 4th street. 1 met many persona. 1 felt that 
1 could breath. The persona 1 mat wars from all walks of life, 
out a uniike-boston, the atmosphere was one of sympathy and 
understanding for youth and sincerity. The problem of earning 
a living remained the same, the problem of "head of the family" 
was slightly altsred by the proplngulty which we enjoyed with 
my brother, but the problem,what shall 1 become end whet ia it 
all about,became very interesting. 1 began to see relationships, 
physical, am tat mantel and apiritual batween maaaxda men and 
woman and their work,«M their pleasures and their vices. It 
wasn't all a atupid drudgery and slavery to work end vise as 
it aaa mostly waa In boston - peopla in the Village had interests 
and an interesting way of getting serious about interests. 
Th a nwnv fe Wnapan a rixnEn l m xmmawxajqi People, words, characters, 
and time seemed to open up in e new way - I knew that if 1. < 
to educate myself and find out what I was suited for r 
right enviomment because the people were helpful and 
the same ends. 

1 studied,read*talked, worked, drank, looked into and 
in everything around me,but above all 1 enjoyed welkin, 
the 01 ty drlhkbhg absorbing it with my ayaa. 1 worked 
soda-clerk, chauffeur for an eoentrie 
dng everyone's stomach. 
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dttilio Sal 


fixed 1 


illy lilt noted ns if they were In the presence of Shw „ 
irer enduecnquerer of the geatronomio world when 

_ i «Xv hie leirtianiM bovine eyee end hie j 

etere of Bu^a. He ■ntt|eieb> k short end ee fet ee three Buwee 
sno the eon-of -u-v &tX F wee elweys eethine bating. He bed e dark 
room in the beck of hie offloe full of steaks, fruit end Itelien 
otoeeeee ell the time, end whenever I drove him anywhere he had 
he stop whenever ee peeeed e puahoart.He would 

BBOuAdn run from one pushcart to another like e hungry beetle, 
l eking, squeezing end testing everthfhg. One dey I discovered 
^ his secret, he used to put eooe sodium bicarbonate In e gellon rf. 
ester end siphon it Into ski e patient*s atom*oh, the^ when 
they were nearly ready to burst, he would Jiggle the hose and 
when he aiponed the water out some aims traces of blood would 
appear, because be knew Just how to rupture e su-all blood vessel 
In the throat or the stomach. At the sight of the blood he would 
let cut an exultant yell, the poor patient was doomed. He or 
she aleeye ,ot an Xrey, the Xfey elweys had e mysterious bleck 
cloud In the sto'sch right where it should be, and the patient 
had to go on e diet of nothing but milk end submit to having 
the doctor pump the stomach ever" morning before feeekfest - 
to remove the geetrio Julies, This went on for months depending 
on ho* long he could dreg it out, then he announced that the 
patient wes Improving end proceeded to allow ^hem to tyk va a 
lltte rice, end made s greet show of varying uie treatment Oy 
ending a «-all pinch of a yellow powder to the sodium blceroonete. 

1 smelled the posder, rubbed it In my -fingers and tested It - 

It sea auptsur. 1 was so aupprissd that 1 mentioned it. He hit the 

®*ix celling end aoted ta If 1 as re going to take hie 
license and his preotlne aeey from him* 

ns psid me ten dollars * week end 1 bad to be in bla office 

to receive pmtlente >T nine in the morning end wham toe wwe reedy 


to 


Clinic 


tire for the night 1 eaa 


of 

it wouldn't 


met hie ex 

tore. He 


ee to go 
who enlightened 


One dey at hie 
a on the sub. 


1 bed 


to disconnect the cable 


on 1 would drl 


office end 


ether 
oer to the 


ignition key 


turn 
f or my 


j 1 drove 

I the 

stay 


keys to the doctor 
feeregver our fi 


to hie 


at night 


NX 


but X 
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I Mt « 1 

>e Jewish doctor* on uppo 
uac ■ wlorosoope, 

of the urine, run WaiMraan teats end look for 
i. About this time a friend of mine married e 
.ed to be e doctor, ah* loaned all her text-boo 
me have a fin* oolleotion of histology slides. X 
of hunting for gonocooua* and making blood counts. 1 
going to the laboratory and began to concentrate on Chemia 
and Physios at school. I traveled in literlirend artistic 


as sell as bohemian, dlpaomaniaoal and pleblan circles 

1 ._ 

No* that 1 was going to school at night and working durl 
the dey, I had little time left for the bohemian and dlpsomanlai 
nl rinka ■, and i out them out entirely*] ~ 

■*»*n I ait it organic chemist IriHft was doing special 
research at NYU uptown. Be took me to his laboratory and bagsn to 
taaoh me organic chemistry, in gratitude 1 washed his equipment altho 
■Mnf.ittn he did not demand it, but permitted aw xnthenw to 

do it in orderegain familiarity and confidence with expensive 
labortery equipment, he wea engaged in trying to aaxalop extract 
some chemicals from hormones that would aSm alleviate 
menstrual pain. 1 do not know if he auoaeeded, but 1 do 
he blinded temporarily when e flask blew up end on atknit alkali 
got in his eyes. 




What work X could find in those deys did not pay mpoh nor 
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all the laborers on the project used to hunt for etonee and 

bring them to me* Once when we were working by the banka at the 
Hudson 1 found e large rook whloh 1 split open 
amall gamete - a really beautiful rook which 1 took home and 
pieced on the window sill, sy mother wee alarmed because X 
bad filled her waah-tuba with roeks, there were rock* under 
on the window sill*, on the table and in oloeat 

I eoca*lonely used to throw them at 
revelers from the hronx who awakened 


it with their 




V . :• • 
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their literature* I eoom re&lixed that the 
of the window, ao I managed to gat myself 
nee project - Sewage disposal. 

On the nee project I learned how severe operate and also 
graft works* I met a UewEngland engineer and ha taught 
to uee the sextant and became hie assistant until soma 
engineers freshly graduated from CCHY arrived and displaced 
Then 1 was given a lot on Houston street and told to turn 
into a lumbar yard, which 1 did veryc&ddindninlv effeoiently and 
to everyone's satisfaction* After it was organised, 1 was bored 
for something to do - so on day day I decorated the yard with 
red flags, stuck onein the ahtmrtwy chimney of my shack, hung 
another out the window and cheered when the marchers came past* 

This wc s not an act of boredom, it was one of conviction, , for 
1 had become more end more interested in the ec^onomic question 
and its relation to poldtlca* It ao happened that the supervisor 
came along at that moment when I was cheering and waving red 
flags with both hands* He flew into a monumental Irish rage 
and the only thing that saved me was the fact that ha became 
entangled in hie fcAe teeth* He trtedto firm me, but one of the 
saving graces of ftFA was that it was a form of charity, and 
it was hard for some would-be dictator to fire another would 
be dictator* 1 could never reconcile his anger at red flags because 
1 knew that he got around the wage limit of WPA Jobs by receiving 
two pay cheeks for fifty dollars every pay day, he also was the 
owner of several air compressing machines and water pumps on 
the project,snd he received fifteen and twenty dollars a dry 
for them while they collected rust* 

I went to CCHY and asked at the Chemisty building if they 
wanted my services* Igot myself transferred there as a research 
worker* 1 worked in the basement of the ahem* building as 
assistant to the pa man in charge of the preparation room* I fIliad 
acid bottles and learned how to prepare all the solutions used 
in the different classes* At last 1 felt that 1 was getting closer 
to my objective* The man I worked with was a chemist working 
for a degree, and hs helped me with my Trigonometry plobleme, 
well as Instruct mm in all secrets of solutions* he also made 
that chemistry was not the romantic thing X thought it 
explained how dull It was to work for most chemical 
and 1 disooverd for myself what research can be 
for one of the yeugu instructors in the 
that before 1 _ _ 
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at the end of 1937, convinced 
war *is around the corner and no 

by my political experience and 
17 oaleif li 






Myop ia 

cynicism for aaoh other, Z triad to 

talf again* 

thla time 1 had malntalnd a oloaad mind to the 
n artist for the reason that everytlme 1 met 
knee my brother, a wall known soulptor, they would aak 
If 1 was an artist too* One day In the Summer of 1936 Z pawned 
a rifle which Z bad been waving for the revolution and bought 
a set of paints, determined to f^nd out If painting was the 
thing X had been xbahb running aWay from all my life* Z made 
a small still-life end brought it to my brother to ask him, if 
as an experienced artist , he thought 1 showed rogMA enought 
promise to warrant my continuation of effort. He told me that 
1 would have to decide for myself,and after inquiring into ay the 




life 1 had bean living and my plana for the future, he said I 


must not expect la anyone to be able to Judge from one painting. 
1 then did a roof scans and ha was unmistakanably impressed. 

Shortly after this Z moved In with a sculptor, so ha said 
ha was, but he had no sculpture, only a photograph of a haed 
of Beethoven that he had done as a student. Mae was teaching 
ceramics on WPA* We talked art a 11 the time ana he awakend my 
lnt arast in ceramics and ola aslo art. Wa decided to build a 
kiln so that we oould accomplish three things? t earn our 
living with It and find freedom from the landlord SBadxflkhn by 
firing for sculptors, students, schools eto.j this would permit 
him to sculpt again and myaslf to paint without being dependant 
on othera (my brother gave five dollars a weak to pay for my 
share of the rent) and alao to investigate and try to revive 
the lost art of life-Bigs polychromatic soulpture of the 
Ktruscana* V# got started building a large kiln t hat wslghAd 
over a ton when it was completed. Through ray brother we landed 
a oontraot to fire thirty-six small figures and heads in terra 
aotta . The kiln was almost completed, dy partner began to 
behave very strangely as soon aa wa got the oontraot.amd Ha 
began to protest the labor involved - in short, ha quit on 
me while the kiln still laokad a door and a dampsr. 1 did not 
know how to-flrw a kiln nor make a piece mold. I managed to 
get some help and completed the kiln. Xnddsad X ruined the 
work of the first firing hgxA through ignorance. Z mads three 
other firings and collated the work to the aatiafactlon of 
gallery owner. It took all summer and Z starved doing it. l n 
the fall the landlord dispoeaed me and 1 oould not ralaa 
money to keep the kiln. 1 moved in with mother and tried 
gat over the shook. X had 

ani? to oomplete two paintinga during the year I spent wli 
the kiln problem. As 1 was moving out the radio anno* 
sinking of a Greek and than a British ship in the Medi 
the war was on. 
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the 




clothe* 


I went to Boston 






oopy of Flato.1 


in 


days 


it nous# 


the 


oents for 


■f* 


five dollore 












• to, 

* 1 paJ 

lot tori ind tried to 
hod t o walk whenever 
torn in order t o 
copied names out of telephone 

this 1 f cund 1 feed Uttlo 


X rtturwd to Moo York in the Spring of 1940 and continued to 
and triod to point in wj «otnir 1 ■ small apartment. Z Bids o Thw 
Stilx-hlfe pointings st this time and then moved to s rooming house, 

shoring s room with s oook Oho used it only st night f or 
l ad 1 usod it so ay studio during the daytime. 

The wsr was coming closer* snd 1 could not rsconolls myself to 
It on toy terms* 1 pointed two portraits and severs! still-lifes 
Thin one dsy after comp Is ting a very sueeaseful still-life, "^T^Sec iced 
to give up painting and started talking shout ths wsr* the Past , the 
snd r to people - I was trying to start s hellglout stutiiissi 

movement^ s Religious revolution - people were convinced 1 wee oresy. 
une m , while visiting fit my brothsr'e studio, hie concern 

resched the breaking point* He sent for s doctor and X was taken to 
oeSlaview noapitsl. From there I wsa sent to hookland State Hospital 
a nd after sis months I was released. 

I want to aork In a shipyard soon as 1 got put end the first 
dsy on the Job I heard Eooseveelt 1 * declaration of «mw from the yard • 
several we^ks later 1 quit end took s job as a welter, working evenings* 
iheo 1 got a job as frsasr in the museum of lion-Gtjactive Painting, kept 
my wsite^s job , and saved enough money tp >t lest be able to rent 
my own studio, I moved into my new quarters on duly?let, 1V42. 
l up the night work and remained in my studio to paint instead. 

X fi th# auiujwr of 1943, after six months of drawing, writing end 
thi n king scout form and line, I made ths first painting' 
aidered completly my own, evolved from the values 
and study. 

In the fall X married a young painter,jand together 

tne prblem of earning a living and pi tntipg by _._, 

holding down jobs snd remaining in the Studio to paint. 




In the 


of 1944 one of 
of This! 


icy paint: 
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